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“Torah 


Pekudei (Portion 24) (Exodus 35:1-36:5) 


We will take the last two portions of the Torah for the year, out of order. We will 
look today first at number twenty-four and then next week we will finish with portion 
number twenty-three. Twenty-four discusses the contributions made by the assembly of 
Israel to the making of the tabernacle. We can learn much about worship through faithful 
giving from this portion. 


24 Pekudei 

This is the last reading from the book of Exodus. 
It is called Pekudei (7175), meaning "Accounts." 
This portion details an audit of the contributions 
of the assembly of Israel to the making of the 
Tabernacle. The portion then describes the 
completion of the Tabernacle and concludes with 
a description of the glory of the LORD entering 
it. 


Preparations for Making the Tabernacle 
(Exodus 35:4) 


4 And Moses spoke to all the congregation of 
the children of Israel, saying, “This is the 
thing which the LORD commanded, saying: 

5 ‘Take from among you an offering to the 
LORD. Whoever is of a willing heart, let him 
bring it as an offering to the LORD: gold, 
silver, and bronze; í blue, purple, and scarlet 
thread, fine linen, and goats’ hair; 7ram skins 
dyed red, badger skins, and acacia wood; ° oil 
for the light, and spices for the anointing oil and for the sweet incense; ° onyx stones, and 
stones to be set in the ephod and in the breastplate. (Exodus 35:4-9 NKJV). 


If you have been here at Union Grove for some time (or you've 
been reading my sermons) you are familiar with the Hebrew 
word Avodah. Avodah is a Hebrew word meaning work, 


service, and worship. God sees and desires for each of us unity 
in our T work, our worship, and our service. When we are doing what He 
desires for us to do, that which we call work and service are in fact worship and vice- 
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versa. In God's eyes it can be the same thing. In the 1600's a French monk named 
brother Lawrence wrote a book called "Practicing the Presence of God". The premise of 
the book is that if we are walking in the Spirit and doing what God desires in and through 
our lives, He is there with us in the midst of it all. He is present if we will only open our 
spiritual eyes to see Him around us. This realization transforms the way we cut the grass, 
wash the dishes, drive to work, or even what we do here in and for this assembly called 
Union Grove Baptist Church. This is not a sermon on "giving" so much as it is a sermon 
on "being" and on worship itself. 


This whole concept of avodah should impact 
directly and powerfully our own "offerings in the 
sanctuary". What is it that we are to give? What 
should be our heart attitude when we give? How 
can that act become holy worship before the Lord. 
Avodah giving involves our whole. It involves the 
giving of our time, our talents, and our treasure. 
All three are central to avodah. This Torah 
portion shows us that our giving is a key part of 
our worship. It is our service. It is our work. 
When we open our spiritual eyes we sense God's presence in our lives. He is there. He is 
with you in your rising up and in your lying down. This realization affects behavior. 


The items listed in verses 4-9 were gifts that are precious and costly. The list 
begins with gold, silver, bronze, blue and purple thread, and a whole list of precious 
items are described as being needed for the making of the tabernacle. God is telling us 
when we get on board and are walking in the Spirit, we should devote ourselves, our 
energies, and all that we have and are to His glory. 


Look at the first sentence again of this passage. 
Aa Gamo ve: We "Whoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it as 
pes BEA PER gies ane an offering to the Lord" and then it is followed 
our lives. by a list of treasures of great value. Let me add 
that God may not have given you great worldly 
wealth and riches but he has given each of us a 
measure of time, talent, and treasure. Pray this 
morning that you would begin to be sanctified in your giving. Pray that your giving will 
go beyond the mundane and will enter the heavenly. I have heard it said, "give until it 
hurts", but I do not believe in that. I would counter to "give unto even you are shocked". 
Whatever you are called to give make sure that it is a precious and costly offering. Give 
God the best of your time, talents, and treasure. It will transform your spiritual life. Let's 
read on. 


The Attitude Behind our Offerings 

20 And all the congregation of the children of Israel departed from the presence of Moses. 
21 Then everyone came whose heart was stirred, and everyone whose spirit was willing, 
and they brought the LORD’s offering for the work of the tabernacle of meeting, for all its 
service, and for the holy garments. 7” They came, both men and women, as many as had a 
willing heart, and brought earrings and nose rings, rings and necklaces, all jewelry of 


gold, that is, every man who made an offering of gold to the LORD. (Exodus 35:20-22 
NKJV). 

I think it's important for us to remember that the measure of our offering is not the 
size of our offering or even the financial value of our offering, but rather the heart 
attitude behind our offerings. The text clearly tells us that "everyone came whose heart 
was stirred, and everyone whose spirit was willing, and they brought the Lord's offering 
for the work of the tabernacle of meeting, for all of its service, and for holy garments." 


CONSUMED IN HOLY WORSHIP - We should 
each do an inventory of our time, our talents, and our 
treasure, and ask God to help us truly understand that 
He is the author and owner of not just ten percent of 
all of that, but He is the owner of one hundred 
percent of all that we are and all that we have. You 
are merely a steward of those things during your time 
here on earth. I am not preaching this passage to 
somehow guilt you into giving more. I am preaching 
this passage because I believe God desires for each of us to enter into a better 
understanding of how He has blessed us and how He desires for us to enter into worship. 
I pray that you will be consumed in your worship of Him. We are often stingy and 
selfish in our giving. Our agenda becomes too important to give time to God. Our talent 
is too precious to benefit God's work on earth. And our treasures are consumed on 
ourselves and our desires. Do you realize that God has given us each a tabernacle here 
under these trees. You and I didn't earn this facility nor do we deserve it. It was here 
when everyone in this room showed up. What is your response to the care and concern 
for His tabernacle here? This week I asked the Lord to show me some of the ways we 
can worship Him right here and these are a few things that came to mind: 


= Do you give God part of your time in maintainin 
vA | A npn na VE you g p y 8 
IAN D E MEN His sanctuary at Union Grove? There are electrical 


"Don't worry! We've got this." plugs that don't work and carpets that need to be 
gt Sia Ee jra | cleaned. There are doors that have never been 
Sher dlse YOU NEED! i fitted and locks that have been purchased but 


never been installed. There are ceiling lights that 

have been purchased, but there is no one with the 
time to install them. There are windows that have never been cleaned since the 1950's. 
There are old bulletins left in the sanctuary each week and dirty 
cups and half empty bottles left in Sunday School rooms each 
week. There are simple necessary items like toilet paper, coffee, 
paper cups, etc. that need to be replenished. Volunteers are 
needed who will be responsible for these items we use in our 
worship of the Lord in this holy place. I am not saying all these 
things to make anyone feel guilty. I am listing these so you 
might begin to see this as a holy place. Itis set apart. Itis set 
apart to your spiritual betterment and my spiritual betterment. 
You will routinely see me step over to the sink and see me washing a sink full of dirty 
coffee cups. Why do I do this? I'm doing this to lead by example. 


Let's talk for a minute about being sanctified 
in the use of your time, talent, and treasure to 
the Lord in this holy place. It is a good thing 
for your own betterment to sanctify your 
Sunday mornings totally to God? We must 
get beyond giving Him the leftovers of our 
time, talent, and treasure. We have teachers 
who prepare wonderful lessons, and often only one or two people come to hear what God 
has to say through them. We have teachers for your children who are called to minister 
to your children, but how will they hear if you do not bring them? What can I do as your 
pastor to stir you? Go back and look at verse 21 of the text. "Then everyone came whose 
heart was stirred, and everyone whose spirit was willing, and they brought the LORD’s 
offering for the work of the tabernacle of meeting". I will ask you this morning, "is your 
heart so stirred and is your spirit willing"? If not, sincerely ask God to make you aware 
of His holy presence in this place. Ask God to make you aware of what He is doing here, 
and respond accordingly. Turn with me now to verse thirty. 


Specialized Talents - Bezalel and Oholiab 

30 And Moses said to the children of Israel, “See, the LORD has called by name Bezalel 
the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; 3! and He has filled him with the 
Spirit of God, in wisdom and understanding, in knowledge and all manner of 
workmanship, °? to design artistic works, to work in gold and silver and bronze, 33 in 
cutting jewels for setting, in carving wood, and to work in all manner of artistic 
workmanship. (Exodus 35:30-33). 


Isn't it incredible to think that God picked out artists 
by name. I've often expressed a desire to have our 
sanctuary decorated for the four seasons of the year. I 
would love to see banners with key scriptures that 
speak to our hearts up on the walls of this sanctuary. 

I have decided to begin praying that God would send 
artisans to make the things in this place that He has 
put into my heart. I have imagined alternate panels in 
this sanctuary being adorned with scripture on one panel and a seasonal theme on the 
next. If God doesn't send artisans then perhaps he'll send someone who will say, "Here 
pastor, I can't make those sorts of things, but I share your vision of an adorned sanctuary 
and want to make financial provision for the same". Let's turn now to Chapter 36. 


4 Then all the craftsmen who were doing all the work of the sanctuary came, each 
from the work he was doing, * and they spoke to Moses, saying, “The people bring much 
more than enough for the service of the work which the LORD commanded us to do." 
(Exodus 36:4-5 NKJV). 


How much did the craftsmen say that the people brought? The text tells us that 
they were so stirred and moved that they brought "much more than enough for the service 
of the work". Pray with me that we would all use any specialized talents that we have in 
this place. Some of you can sew. Some of your are carpenters. Some of you are artists. 
Some of your are cooks. Some of you can make frames and frame artwork and photos of 
this assembly down the walls of our halls. I feel like there is much that the Lord is 
desiring for us to do here at Union Grove. I am not discouraged about it. I am absolutely 
thrilled by it. We are smack dab in the middle of seeing great things done in the 
Kingdom of God. I want you all to become moved about it as well. I want to see your 
hearts stirred because I know you will be powerfully blessed as God takes a hold of this 
part of your life. When you do you will experience joy like you've never felt before. 
Even some who read our sermon each week may feel moved to help us in this work. 
There are few places where the time, talent, and treasure of the saints can be used in a 
more sincere way. Just think about what is happening in and around us. 


What have we seen happen in this place over the past year and nine months? We 
have seen nine persons come to submit to the first act of obedience of a believer in 
submitting to a believer's baptism. We have seen Sunday School rooms that were once 
empty filled again to overflowing. We have seen bathrooms renovated, air-conditioners 
replaced, a kitchen sink that now drains, toilets that now flush, and a baptismal font that 
now holds water. We've even seen our campus grow from three acres to twelve acres. 
That's not amazing. That's a miracle! 


Are these good and wonderful things? YES! But the greatest thing of all is to see 
families dedicated to the Lord coming and putting down roots in this place. We once 
again hear the shouts of praise and an occasional alleluia (thank you Janie Ramirez) 
coming from these pews. We see children who have never sung publicly praising the 
Lord and leading their church family in worship. We see hope where it was lost. We see 
a hunger and a willingness to dive deeper into the Word of God together with no fear of 
the mysteries of God. Union Grove, God is not through with us! I feel He is just starting 
with us. God has rewarded that handful of believers who stayed here and prayed. Those 
are the seven persons or so that we now call the "pilot lights". They were faithful in the 
little and now they are seeing the reward for their faithfulness. Where there once was no 
Wednesday night service, we now see forty to fifty people every Wednesday breaking 
bread together, singing together, praying together, and reading the Word together? Do 
you know why we do these things? Listen to Acts 2:42 


42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in prayers." (Acts 2:42 NKJV). 


If you want to know our mission statement here in this church, that is it! I will pastor you 
with all of my heart and all of my soul because this is the fourth quarter of my life and 
God has told me to make it count. Will you dare to see what God has in store for you in 
this place? He has a purpose and a place for you as you become a living stone in this 
tabernacle He is making anew. Bless His holy name. 


Let us pray. 


Union Grove is one of the oldest Baptist communities of faith in the State of Texas dating 
back to 1844. Pastor Faber McMullen may be reached by email at 
uniongrove362@gmail.com or by snail mail at: 15301 FM 362, Navasota, Texas 77868. 
Tel: 936-825-1227 (Edited and proofed by Amanda Fryday - Webster, Texas.) 


